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The Rho Chi Society

Annual Chapter Report 


Annual Chapter Report Outline
Please complete your Annual Chapter Report and submit to the National Office via e-mail (RhoChi@unc.edu) by May 15.
Date of report submission: 

· May 5, 2009 

Name of School/College:
· Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine School of Pharmacy

Chapter name and region:

· Gamma Tau, Region II East Coast

Delegate who attended the Rho Chi Annual Meeting: 

· Janene Madras (Faculty Advisor)
Date Delegate’s name was submitted to Rho Chi.:

· January 5, 2009
Past year’s officers and e-mail addresses:


President: Rebecca Rial (rebecca.rial@lecom.edu)


Vice President: Michael James (michael.james@lecom.edu)


Treasurer: Mackenzie Dexter (mackenzie.dexter@lecom.edu)


Secretary: Allison Markievich (allison.markievich@lecom.edu)

Historian: Amy Barber (amy.barber@lecom.edu)

New officers and e-mail addresses for next academic year:


President: Alyssa Maglio (alyssa.maglio@lecom.edu) 


Vice President: Laurence Namdar (laurence.namdar@lecom.edu)

Treasurer: Megan Anderson (megan.anderson@lecom.edu)

Secretary: Jessica Condello (jessica.condello@lecom.edu)

Historian: Brianne Wolf (brianne.wolf@lecom.edu)
Chapter advisor’s name and e-mail address:


Janene Madras (jmadras@lecom.edu)


Robert Drobitch (rdrobitch@lecom.edu) – Term Ended : December 2008

Kimberly Burns (kburns@lecom.edu) – Term Started : December 2008
Introduction:

· Several fundraisers and service activities are the highlights of the past year. Fundraisers completed this past year include a sale of Pronto Pass Solutions™ NAPLEX Review Package to the Class of 2009 as well as a Sub Sale. Service events included participation in a local Relay for Life, presentation of LECOM’s Poison Prevention display at a summer safety event, and a compounding activity held at LECOM School of Pharmacy for Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Erie.
· On February 8, 2009, twenty-four students and one faculty member from the LECOM School of Pharmacy were inducted into the Gamma Tau Chapter of The Rho Chi Society. Eighteen students from the Class of 2010 and six students from the Class of 2009 represented the fifth group of LECOM School of Pharmacy inductees. The keynote speaker for the induction ceremony was Dr. Daniel Rogers. Dr. Janene Madras, Dr. Robert Drobitch, and Dr. Kimberly Burns, Chapter Advisors, President, Rebecca Rial, and department assistant, Arlene Onorato were instrumental in the planning and execution of chapter activities.

Meetings: Please provide information on meetings held - including dates of meetings, attendance, agendas and action steps for subsequent meetings.

A meeting of the Gamma Tau Chapter of The Rho Chi Society was held on February 19, 2008 (3:00 pm – 3:40pm). 

In Attendance: J. Rigelsky, R. Drobitch (Advisors), A. Onorato, L. Scorgie, A. Markievich, J. Henry, D. Hofmeyer, M. Dexter, H. Schuchert, A. Ilyes, A. Robinson, P. Olsen, M. James, K. Fosdick, K. Clark, A. Barber, R. Zimmerman, N. Dumm, M. Bui, K. Weaver, R. Rial, A. Rizwan 
I. Fundraiser Ideas

· Survival kits

· LECOM Gear

· Dress down for a day

· Pie in the face contest

· Board review book in bulk

· Subway cards or subway fundraiser

· Local business discount cards

· PDA raffle

· Pronto pass cards

· Service idea – older students helping new students

· PDA sale

II. Induction Ceremony

· March 29th at ambassador reception hall at 5pm 


· Arrive 30min earlier to start on time, 4:30

· No assigned seats – 8 or 10 to a table

· Dinner is first, then ceremony

· Dr. Tuttle will do a welcome, Dr Drobitch will give a speech

· Dr. Grimone is guest speaker – 10 minute speech

· Dr. Rigelsky will speak

· We will go on the stage and receive items and shake hands

· Dr. Tuttle will close

III. Fundraiser and Service Decisions

· Decided on sub sale – collect money prior – checks preferred

· P. Olsen looking up palm pilots and A. Barber looking up pronto pass prices

· Service – possibly poison prevention at Erie children’s museum event; MS walk; Relay for Life

A meeting of the Gamma Tau Chapter of The Rho Chi Society was held on March 27, 2008 (2:00 pm – 2:20pm). 

In Attendance:  J. Rigelsky, R. Drobitch (Advisors), A. Onorato, A. Rizwan, R. Rial, K. Weaver, M. Bui, K. Fosdick, A. Barber, J. Henry, A. Markievich, N. Voelker, M. Dexter, D. Hofmeyer, R. Zimmerman, H. Schuchert, A. Robinson, P. Olsen, A. Ilyes, M. James, K. Clark

I. Upcoming Rho Chi Ceremony

· Officers must come at 4pm

· Dr. Tuttle will be giving opening remarks

· After the opening remarks we will eat dinner

· After dinner we will do the ritual

· We will then have closing remarks and take pictures

· There will be tables of 8

· White coats are not necessary

II. Sub Sale

· The sub sale was a big success

· We made a little over $200

· May do this again for next finals, members are willing to participate

III. Fundraiser/Service Ideas

· PDA sales – still in progress

· Pronto pass sales – still in progress

· Service activity – some participated in the Poison prevention day at the Erie Children’s Museum

· We may participate in the Relay for Life on the weekend of June 20-21, which is a Friday and Saturday

A meeting of the Gamma Tau Chapter of The Rho Chi Society was held on December 11, 2008 (12:00 pm – 12:20pm). 

In Attendance: J. Madras (Advisor), A. Ornorato, A. Markievich, S. Tran, B. Wolf, E. Bosga, S. Clark, J. Scott, A. Mazzei, A. Maglio, L. Namdar, B. Planiczki, J. Condello, A. Gramse, M. Anderson, C. Giang, M. Pierce, E. Ghebreselassie, E. Wysocki, R. Rial 

Excused: Dr. Burns (Advisor)
I. Introduction

· The Gamma Tau chapter of Rho Chi will hold the induction ceremony on February 8, 2008 at noon at the Ambassador banquet hall

· Details regarding the ceremony were provided to members

II. Service Activity


· A service activity is needed for the upcoming year

· Some potential ideas, which have been used in the past are:

· Poison prevention day

· Big brothers/big sisters event

· Relay for life

III. Fundraisers

· A fundraiser is needed

· Some potential ideas are:

· Pronto pass card sale

· Possibly selling to the class of 2009 again, and also selling to the class of 2010 in the spring/summer before rotations

· This was profitable in the past and easy to orchestrate

· Sub sale

· Not quite as profitable as the pronto pass card sale, but was a success in the past

· Funds are needed to account for a $65 fee per person to be inducted into Rho Chi

IV. New Officers for the 2009-2010 academic year

· President: Alyssa Maglio

· Vice-president: Laurence Namdar

· Secretary: Jessica Condello

· Treasurer: Megan Anderson

· Historian: Brianne Wolf

Strategic Planning: What goals were set that relate to the Rho Chi mission?
· In addition to the ideals set forth by the Rho Chi Society, the Gamma Tau Chapter of LECOM School of Pharmacy represents academic excellence and hopes to motivate future students to pursue active membership in the Rho Chi Society. Our Gamma Tau chapter strives to have a positive impact in our community and to be a good neighbor to those in need. 
Activities:  This section is usually the main focus of the report.  The chapter reports should contain detailed descriptions of all activities developed and conducted to further the society’s mission.  It may contain a combination of activities within the college and/or university as well as activities that provide outreach outside the academic community.  School-wide events that provide evidence of intellectual leadership (e.g., a sponsored lecture, symposium, poster session, etc.) may be included.  Service activities for non-members such as tutoring may be included.  It is recommended that students also provide at least one community service activity outside of the academic institution (e.g., volunteering at a long-term care facility, providing health information to patients/citizens in the community, etc.).  The description MUST include whether these activities are on-going (if so, for how long) or are new initiatives.
· June 20, 2008
· The Gamma Tau Chapter of The Rho Chi Society participated in the American Cancer Society Relay for Life at Harborcreek High School (East County). The theme for the Relay was “Margarelayville”. The Relay for Life started a new activity at its Relays in 2008 called the “Fight Back Ceremony”. One role of the Gamma Tau Chapter at this event was to set-up/decorate the Fight Back/Mission tent. Another role of chapter members was to pass out pledge cards to Relay participants. The pledge cards gave Relay participants the opportunity to make a pledge of an action they would take in the upcoming year to fight back against cancer. Relay participants were later encouraged to express these pledges at a “Fight Back Ceremony” that took place the first night of the Relay.  
· August 8, 2008

· The Gamma Tau Chapter of the Rho Chi Society participated in the Summer Safety Event at the Erie General Electric Federal Credit Union. Students from the Gamma Tau Chapter presented LECOM’s Poison Prevention Display at this event. The event was open to surrounding communities and attracted children of all ages and their caregivers. 
· September 24, 2008

· The Gamma Tau Chapter of the Rho Chi Society hosted an educational activity for Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Erie. This event was first held by the Gamma Tau Chapter in 2007 and was a positive experience for all involved. Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Erie was eager to participate in the event again this year which was held at Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine. The event began with a pizza party for the participants. Participants were then given a tour of the school by chapter members and took place in a compounding activity. “Bigs” and their “Littles” worked together in the pharmacy school’s compounding lab to create placebo troches that they were able to color and flavor. The compounding activity was led by Dr. Drobitch and Dr. Madras, and chapter members provided needed assistance to the participants during the lab. This activity was a great success again this year. 
Financial/ Budgeting: Please provide information on how your budget was determined and approved in order to support your chapter’s activities. Please include any fund-raising that was conducted to meet this budget.

· The Gamma Tau Chapter of The Rho Chi Society elects a treasurer who tracks all financial activities. The budget is determined based on a comparison to the previous year’s fiscal activities and a review of any anticipated new expenses for the Chapter. The faculty advisors are the coordinators of the budget approval process.

· The Gamma Tau Chapter of The Rho Chi Society receives $650.00 annually from the LECOM Student Government Association. 

· Two fundraisers were conducted this year by the Gamma Tau Chapter. The first fundraiser held was a sub sale in February of 2008. This sale was open to all students and faculty at Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine. This sale was successful, with a profit exceeding $200.00. The second fundraiser that was held this year was a sale of the Pronto Pass Solutions™ NAPLEX Review Package to interested members of the Class of 2009. This fundraiser was very successful with a profit of $1,040.00 and was very helpful in assisting with the financial needs of the Gamma Tau Chapter. This sale is an excellent opportunity for a fundraising in the upcoming year with the Class of 2010. Fundraising in the past year was very successful and it is anticipated that in the upcoming year this success will be able to be built upon further. It is also anticipated that support from the College for this organization will continue to grow in the future. 
Initiation Function: Please describe the initiation function, including when and where the initiation ceremony took place, who attended the function, information on the speaker (if applicable), etc. 

· The induction ceremony was held on February 8, 2009. The event took place at the Ambassador Banquet and Conference Center in Erie, Pennsylvania. Inductees and their guests, faculty co-advisors, and Dean of the LECOM School of Pharmacy attended the induction. Dr. Daniel Rogers, the keynote speaker, was also in attendance.

Evaluation/Reflection: Please provide a reflective paragraph that evaluates the effectiveness of your activities and ways to improve.  Information that may be included in this section includes number of members participating, number of others involved in the activity (e.g., recipients of outreach), feedback from members and others who were involved in the activities. 
· The fundraising and service events completed in the past year by the Gamma Tau Chapter were a success. As has been the case in past years, it is still an important goal of this chapter to gain more member involvement in activities. This year, two important steps were taken toward achieving this goal. First, it was encouraged that officers be in the Erie area for the majority of their rotations. It was felt that this would facilitate the planning and execution of activities. The chapter President, Treasurer, and Secretary all completed their rotations in Erie, Pennsylvania this year. The second step that was taken was for activities to be planned and completed prior to Class of 2009 students leaving the area for third year rotations. All activities, with the exception of the Big Brothers/Big Sisters event were completed prior to this time. Significant improvement in chapter functioning has resulted from these steps, and the chapter will continue to make further steps toward improvement in the upcoming year.  
Some chapters have been relatively inactive in past years, but current students/advisors have made great strides to increase the activities/projects of their chapter.  Therefore Rho Chi has instituted a new designation for a chapter award – the “Most Improved Chapter Award.”  If you would like to be considered for a “Most Improved Chapter Award,” please indicate your significant improvement(s) below.

Other information:  If you would like to provide other information about your chapter that was not included in the above categories (e.g., development of a new website, organizing a regional meeting etc.), please add it here:

The Rho Chi Society

National Office Contact Information:
Email:  RhoChi@unc.edu

Telephone:  (919) 843-9001

Fax:  (919) 962-0644
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Telephone:  (919) 843-9001
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